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Project Overview 

Examine approaches to 
planning for and 

implementing sustainability 
at a regional scale 

Model Framework for 
Regional Sustainability 

Planning and 
Implementation 



Project Overview 

Framework used by 
organizations and 
stakeholders:  

• interested in regional 
sustainability planning 

• evaluating sustainability 
planning efforts 

Adaptable model – variety 
of contexts and users 

 



Project Context 
HUD-DOT-EPA 
alignment 

Sustainable 
Communities Grants 

Twin Cities + Region 5 

Funded by U of MN 
Center for 
Transportation Studies 

Collaboration with 
research advisory group 

 



Methodology 

Case study analysis: 

• Content of regional 
plans 

• Processes used to 
develop plans 

• Approaches to 
implementation and 
monitoring  

 Diverse set of cases – organizational context, 
geography, sustainability issues, planning issues 



Methodology 

Review planning 
documents 

Interview key 
participants 

 

 

Capital Regional District – Regional Growth 
Strategy (Victoria, BC) 

New South Wales – Metropolitan Plan for  
Sydney 2036 (Australia) 

Denver Regional Council of Governments – 
Metro Vision 2035 

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning – Go 
To 2040 

St. Cloud Joint Planning District – Sustainability 
Framework Plan (MN) 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Council – 
Connections 2035 Plan – Regional Plan for a 

Sustainable Future (Philadelphia) 

Long Island Regional Planning Council – 
Sustainable Strategies for Long Island 2035 Plan 

  



Emerging Best Practices – Plan Content 

Take the time to define 
sustainability relative to 
local context – land use, 
transportation, and 
environment most 
common 

Document participation 
efforts in the plan 

Display plan and 
background information 
online 

 



Emerging Best Practices – Planning Process 

Engage multiple 
stakeholders – including 
private sector, work 
through existing networks 

Consider online 
participation and 
monitoring efforts 

Issue-specific workgroups 
help make connections 
and offer resources 

 



Emerging Best Practices – Implementation 

Include clear 
implementation content 
in plan 

Think beyond agency 
implementation – grants 
to support, toolkit 

Start small – visible 
outcomes 

Link to indicator or 
monitoring systems – 
varied approaches 

 



http://www.metropulsechicago.org/# 



Road condition, travel time index, % population obese, % of 
regional trails complete, pedestrian environment factor, % of 
transit vehicles and stations ADA compliant, bridge condition 
rating, schools with safe routes to school programs 





http://www.dvrpc.org/reports/07027.pdf 







http://sustainability.crd.bc.ca/status-reports.aspx 





Next Steps 

Develop Framework for 
Regional Sustainability 
Planning and Implementation 

Final Framework available Fall 
2011 

For more info, contact 
cschively@umn.edu 
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